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Bibliography assignment

Purpose:  To provide parents and teachers/school librarians with resources to educate children 8 and up on how to use the Internet safely and effectively.  These materials 1) teach children to behave in a safe, appropriate manner while using the Internet,

2) suggest safe sites for their children to surf for information and entertainment, and 3) teach children to evaluate Internet sites to determine if they are credible sources of information for research purposes.

Comments:  I was surprised at the lack of more updated material to teach children Internet safety and research skills.  Also, I was disappointed that many of the reviews of the material I found were negative.  

Internet Safety:  Learn to surf the web safely and avoid cyber bullying.  
Commonsense Media:  A national organization run by parents and child advocates.   Reviews movies, games, websites and other children’s media sites for appropriate content.  They also provide free curricula for schools to educate children and parents about Internet safety and information literacy.

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/
Connected! For students:  (Discovery Education, 2010) Grades 6-12.  A video series introducing students Internet scams such as phishing, the concept of Internet privacy and safety, and cyberbullying.  Titles include Cyberbullying and Online Safety.  (SLJ)

Cyber Safe:  Identifying and Combating Cyber Bullies:  (VEA, Inc., 2008)  Grade 8 and up.  Good information in spite of the Australian slang. (SLJ)
Internet Bullies  DVD, CD-ROM (Cerebellum Corp., 2010) 14 minutes. Age level 8-12.  Children will learn what on-line harassment is.  Unfortunately, very little is said on what to do about this important issue.  (SLJ)

Internet Keep Safe Coalition:  A partnership of various government agencies concerned with Internet safety issues.  Kids can watch videos and play games starring Faux Paw the Techno Cat, who learns basic Internet safety rules with the help of McGruff the Safety Dog.  The videos are good for kids 7-10.  The games are rather simple, and don’t add much to the curriculum.  The site includes resources for parents and teachers.  http://www.ikeepsafe.org/ (Panter, 2009)  

Internet Safety with Smart Guy  Video (Disney Educational Productions, 1999) 23 minutes.  Age level 8-12.  An episode of the Disney television show Smart Guy.  TJ learns that arranging to meet someone he met online is not a good idea.  (Teacher Librarian)  Although this title is quite old, the information is still relevant, since even more children are on-line today, and acting responsibly when using the Internet is still extremely important to teach.  

PBS Kids:  Provides Webonauts, an online game that teaches kids 8-10 how to stay safe on the Internet and teaches basic “netiquette.”  While informative, the game moves a bit slowly at times. 
http://pbskids.org/webonauts/about/
Safekids:  Comprehensive website for parents and children to learn about Internet safety issues.  Includes information about Facebook privacy settings, guidelines for parents of pre-teens, and a safety quiz for pre-teens.  See also safeteens.com.  http://www.safekids.com/  (Keiser, 2006)
The Safe Side:  Created by John Walsh, of America’s Most Wanted.  DVD about Internet safety for children 6 and up.  From the web preview, it seems to be geared for kids 6-10.  Also has Internet safety curricula for educators.  Review from the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children:  “The DVD is distinctive among a growing segment of safety-related products because of its entertaining and direct approach that makes learning about safety fun for children.”  http://www.thesafeside.com/  (NCMEC, 2006)

Webwise Kids:  Online games designed by teachers and law enforcement officers to teach kids how to handle Internet safety issues.  Offers versions for family and schools.  For middle-school and up.  http://www.webwisekids.org  (Keiser, 2006)
Wired Safety:  Run by volunteers including teachers, librarians, parents and law enforcement officers.  Organization also runs Wired Kids for children, tweens and teens. Unfortunately, many of the links, including games, are not working.  Kids will need help navigating the site.  (http://www.wiredkids.org/kids/index.html)  
Homework helpers: Web directories with information on various topics
BJ Pinchbeck’s Homework Helper:  Offers websites on various academic topics.  Easy to navigate site was created by a nine year old boy (now 23 years old) and his dad.   While many of the sites are well-known and credible, there is no mention of how the sites are selected.  Annotations are vague.  http://www.bjpinchbeck.com/index.html (McElmeel, 1999)
IPL2:  A merger of the Internet Public Library and Librarians Internet Index.  Their “For Kids” section has librarian-picked web portal for kids, as well as teacher and parent resources.  http://www.ipl.org/div/kidspace/
KidsKonnect:  Created by an elementary school teacher.  The site has over 400 articles on elementary school academic subjects arranged by subject or alphabetically. http://www.kidskonnect.com/
Information Literacy:  How to use search engines to find information on the Internet.  How to evaluate websites.  
Doing Research on the Internet DVD (Educational Video Network, 2004) 15 minutes. “Examines the variety of information sources available on the Internet, and the tools available to research a particular topic.”  (Summary from publisher)  Ages 12 and up.

Internet and Electronic Research Skills Video (SVE and Churchill Media, 2000) 24 minutes.  Teaches elementary students how to research using CD-Roms and the Internet.  Recommended by Video Librarian, but may be obsolete now.  
Using the Internet Video (Schlessinger media, 2003)  23 minutes.  Grades 2-6.  Part of a Using the Library series.  An introduction to subscription databases, subject directories and search engines.  Safety and privacy issues are also addressed.  Recommended by SlJ.  
Research on the Internet DVD:  25 minutes.  Contains information on how Google works, and how to evaluate information on the Internet.  Grade 7 and up.  (SLJ).  
The following 2 websites are examples of believable information resources, but are hoaxes.  Teachers and librarians use these websites to teach students the importance of evaluating information on the Internet:

· The Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus:  http://zapatopi.net/treeoctopus/
· Dihydrogen monoxide:  http://www.dhmo.org/facts.html
Fun Internet Fiction 
Berenstain Bears Lost in Cyberspace by Stan and Jan Berenstain (1999) Everyone in the class gets a free laptop.  But the cubs’ grades get worse.  

The Creepy Computer Mystery (Invisible Inc, No. 4; Hello, Reader! Level 4) by Elizabeth Levy (1996) Someone is sending scary messages on the school’s computer.  Find out who in the mystery for grades 2-3.  
Did Fleming Rescue Churchill?: a research puzzle by James Cross Giblin (2008)  Jason finds an Internet article about Alexander Fleming rescuing Winston Churchill from drowning.  But is it true?  In order to solve the puzzle, Jason must learn how to tell fact from fiction on the Internet.

Pete & Re-Pete The Computer Worms: A Story About Two Worms Surfing the Net by Kris Vannatter (2005)  A story of two worms, who meet in a chatroom and learn about Internet safety issues.  
Pure Dead Magic by Debi Gliori (2002) Humorous fantasy of a witch who accidentally shrinks her baby sister, who then crawls through the computer modem into cyberspace.
Quinn and Penny Investigate How to Do Research (in the Library) by Thomas Kingley Troupe (2010)  Title not yet released.  Not reviewed.  
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