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Shiyali Ramamrita Ranganathan: Father of Library Science in India
His Life (Golpinath, 1978)
     S.R. Ranganathan was born in 1892 in Madras, India into a relatively well-off Brahmin family.   He studied mathematics at Madras Christian College, obtaining a Master’s degree in 1916.  He then went on to teach physics and mathematics.  According to Garfield (1984), Ranganathan was persuaded by colleagues to apply for a librarian position at Madras University, though he had no library training. He got the job through the influence of colleagues, and accepted the post in 1924.  In 1925, he received an Honors Certificate from the School of Librarianship, University College of London.  
     Ranganathan often said that he never wanted to be a librarian.  In fact, he begged to get his old job back, and is quoted as referring to his new library position as a “solitary imprisonment.”  He was persuaded to stay, with a promise that his teaching position would not be filled until he had completed his library studies in London.  Ironically, library science became a passion for him; he became world-renown in the library world for his many contributions to the field.  He worked long hours seven days a week, even working on his wedding day, never really retiring until his death.
     Ranganathan was known for his extremely simple lifestyle.  He was well paid, but chose live in a home with very little furniture and no electricity.  He often walked to work barefoot.  He would work barefoot as well.  He gave away his money to found a mathematics fellowship at Madras Christian College and the Sarada Ranganathan chair of library science at the University of Madras.  
     Ranganathan married twice, the first time in 1907 at the age of 15.  His first wife died in 1928.  In 1929, he married Sarada, and had one son in 1932.  He passed away at the age of 80 in 1972.  
His Accomplishments (Garfield, 1984)

· Ranganathan felt that libraries needed more uniformity in their services, goals and techniques.  He set about defining some unifying goals, which led to the publication of his Five Laws of Library Science in 1931.  
· Unhappy with the limitations he saw in the Dewey Decimal and Library of Congress systems, he also created a new classification system called Colon Classification, first published in 1933.  
· He founded a library school at the University of Madras in 1929.  He went on later to establish the first Masters and Doctorate level library science programs at the University of Delhi.  He worked to establish public, academic and school libraries throughout India.   He served as president of the Indian Library Association from 1944-1953, and the Madras Library Association from 1958-1967.  

· During India’s struggle for independence from the UK, he brought the leaders of the struggle books while they were imprisoned.  
· Ranganathan worked at the international level as well, becoming active in the International Federation of Library associations and helping to create policies for the United Nations library. 
Ranganathan’s Five Laws of Library Science- These Five Laws have guided the library science field ever since they were introduced (Rubin, 2004).  
1.  Books are for use-Historically, libraries were used more to preserve and store books rather than lend them out.  Books were often chained to prevent theft.  With this law, Ranganathan shifted the focus on how libraries can make books available to people who need them.
2.  Books are for all-Ranganathan believed books should be available to everyone, regardless of social class.  
3.  Every book its reader-For every book, there is someone who needs it.  To enable users to locate the material they need, Ranganathan promoted open access libraries, arranged materials by subject to promote browsing, and trained librarians to proved reader’s advisory and select appropriate materials.
4.  Save the time of the reader-Ranganathan believed that libraries should be able to serve their patrons efficiently.  He recommended that an excellent library should have a staff highly trained in reference and technical skills.
5.  The Library is a growing organism-Library organization must anticipate the growth of the collection, staff and patron use.   
      Noruzi (2004) and Steckel (2007) have applied Ranganthan’s Laws to the web.  Gorman (1998) proposed five additional laws to take into account today’s fast paced society.  
Colon Classification (Garfield, 1984)
     The Colon Classification system is an effort to eliminate the problems Ranganathan saw with the Dewey Decimal and Library of Congress systems.  Ranganathan realized that knowledge was growing very quickly, and that both these systems left little room for the introduction of new topics.  The system he devised is known as an analytico-synthetic or faceted system.  The DDC and LC systems, in contrast, are hierarchical systems.  The Colon Classification system begins with a list of classes representing human knowledge.  Each class is divided into basic elements called facets.  Letters and numbers are used to represent the facets, which are separated by colons or other punctuation.  

     Although Colon Classification is not widely used, it has influenced other classification systems (Kabir, 2003).
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